Preface

Since 1977, the Hong Kong Arts Centre has passionately been promoting contemporary art in
Hong Kong, and providing a platform for inspirational cultural dialogues through a diversity of
exhibitions, education programmes, and related events. This summer, we are delighted to
collaborate with the Japan Foundation and the Consulate-General of Japan in Hong Kong to
present the travelling exhibition Winter Garden: The Exploration of the Micropop Imagination in
Contemporary Japanese Art.

At the beginning of the 90s, the Japanese economic bubble began to burst, and the country was
also stricken by such natural and social disasters as the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, the
Kobe Earthquake, and the Tokyo subway sarin attack by the Aum Shinrikyo cult. Such dramatic
events altered the life prospects of young Japanese —especially the ones who came of age in the
late 1990s. Living in an increasingly globalised world, and looking at the destruction of local
communities, a young generation of Japanese artists developed individual ways to survive. As a
result, this generation’s artistic expressions differ from their predecessors’ and are powerful, as
well as politically and socially intoned. This exhibition explores the ways in which those young
Japanese artists see and respond to our contemporary era.

Japanese pop culture has been widely prevalent in Hong Kong from entertainment to lifestyle,
but contemporary Japanese Art has not yet come into the spotlight. To give our audience a
deeper understanding, we have prepared a reading area within the exhibition making available
publications and artists’ catalogues. A talk by Hitomi Hasegawa, Curator & Director of MIACA,
will present the current Japanese art scene and its diversity. In addition, we will be organising
several workshops, open to the public, to encourage participants to be inspired by their
observations and experiences to create art. We hope the show and its education programmes
will be a meaningful to Hong Kong audiences and allow them to look at the variety of Japanese
artistic expression.

On behalf of the Hong Kong Arts Centre, | would like to express my gratitude to our co-presenter,
the Japan Foundation and the Consulate-General of Japan in Hong Kong for bringing this
extraordinary exhibition to Hong Kong; with the support from our major sponsor The Li Family
and sponsor Hopewell Holdings Limited, and thanks to the Drawing Workshop sponsor Pentel
(Hong Kong) Ltd making public art education programmes possible. We would also like to

extend our special thanks to Shugo Arts, Mujin-to Production, Ota Fine Art, Kaikai Kiki, Galerie
Perrotin, Taka Ishii Gallery, Vitamin Creative Space, and Tomio Koyama Gallery for contributing
publications to our reading corner; and of course to our HKAC colleagues who have been
involved in this exhibition.

Connie Lam
Executive Director
Hong Kong Arts Centre
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