Foreword

The Japan Foundation was founded in 1972 for the purpose of promoting the mutual
understanding of different countries through cultural exchange. It is engaged in a
wide variety of programs including the organization of arts and cultural events and
exhibitions, the enhancement of Japanese-language education overseas, the support
of research in Japanese Studies and other intellectual exchanges that encourage

cultural dialogues.

As part of its programs for promotion of the visual arts, the Japan Foundation hereby
announces the inauguration of Winter Garden: The Exploration of the Micropop
Imagination in Contemporary Japanese Art. Curated by art critic Midori Matsui, the
exhibition features 35 works — drawings, paintings, and video works — by 14 young
Japanese artists active from the latter half of the 1990s throughout the first decade
of the 21st century.

The artists presenting their distinctive views of the world through the combination of
fragments and imbuing the obsolete or the commonplace with new functions or
meanings, share the similar style of expression, which Ms. Matsui calls “Micropop”.
How do Japan’s artists, living in an increasingly globalized world and in a time when
shared values are hard to establish, see our contemporary world? We hope that
visitors to Winter Garden will nurture the understanding of empathy with the

insights and perspectives of the artists through the exhibited works.
The Japan Foundation expresses its heart-felt gratitude to Ms. Midori Matsui, the
artists, and many persons who have provided their generous advice and support in

the realization of this exhibition.

The Japan Foundation
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