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When the Great East Japan Earthquake and Fukushima nuclear disaster happened in
2011, Yuko Mobhri’s life in Tokyo was changed. For the next two years, she couldn’t instill
her feelings into her work, even though she gave it a great deal of thought and time. On
something of a lark, she started researching the rubbish situation in Tokyo and found that
Yumenoshima (literally ‘Dream Island’: reclamation land in the Tokyo Bay area in which a
disposal center is situated, also a park) had been developed to a huge establishment. It is not
a traditional disposal centre where garbage is burnt and then used for landfill, but instead
a recycling system was engaged where burned embers were used for blocks of pavement.
Rare metals are collected from the garbage that cannot be incinerated, culminating in a value
of about six million dollars a year. In other words, the trash whose previous incarnations have
ended are now finding new purposes. She remembered that she, herself, had similar ideas
before the earthquake, and in time, the idea manifested itself in the work, Urban Mining,

which arose from a computer that was to be disposed.
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