The three respective series The Sanzhi UFO Houses, Shuinandong
Smelting Refinery and Western style Buildings in Kinmen are
black-and-white photographs Yao Jui-chung took of derelict and
abandoned sites in Taiwan over a period of two decades. Since the
1990s, he has been going on field trips, photographing the scenery
of Taiwan, but he did not intend to turn the photographs into a
series. When he started to organise his negatives after returning
from San Francisco in 1998, he was intrigued to find that he had
taken thousands of similar images, so he developed a selection of
about a hundred photographs for publication. Together, the unique
and common qualities of these images seem to be an alternative
way to look at Taiwan. They seem to express an illusory, distant “cold
reality” that is unique to Taiwan. In view of this world, the images
try to describe a chilly, foreign place with a humorous outlook and a

sense of the fleeting and the melancholy.
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