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Mixed media (vacuum formed acrylic, construction waste, robotic vacuum cleaners,
wall-to-wall carpet, skirting board, house paint)

Dimensions variable
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Every time we take out the trash, go to the toilet, sweep/vacuum/mop the floor, we
participate in the Sisyphean drama of modern hygiene and waste management: to purge out
of plain view any unsightly reminder of our excesses and inevitable degradation. Inspired by
the design of the Landfill site environs, Nadim Abbas has decided to request all construction
waste and litter produced during the installation period be retained and exhibited in a grid
of fifty-six custom made clear plastic boxes. The function of these plastic boxes mimics the
kinds of household containers used to store away the clutter of daily life; while the exterior
typology mimics the Man Cheong Street housing complex in Kowloon, one of the classic
early examples of hyper-dense residential developments. Four automatic, self-charging
vacuum cleaners are also programmed to roam amongst the grid of household boxes. These
vacuum cleaners will be ridding the gallery floor of dust and other foreign particulates. Part

of his interest here concerns the longstanding correlation between domesticity and warfare.
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