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Jiang Zhi created the Love Letters series between 2017 and 2013. He sprayed alcohol
onto flowers and ignited them, literally setting blossoms on fire. The Greek philosopher
Heraclitus once said, ‘All matter is fire.” Fire is danger. Fire is passion. Fire is dynamic energy.
And a flower, as the desire of a plant, has the quiet and gentle quality inherent to the realm
of plants. It is an embodiment of pure beauty. It has no temperature in itself, but it gives the
air of nature ‘another kind of fire’. Visually, the work captures the most dazzling moment of
both fire and flower as well as an imagined feeling of melancholy for something vanishing.
Perhaps it is not all melancholic. Perhaps blossoms bloom in that moment of ignition,

sublimating as pure beauty and pure violence come together.
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