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‘I want to know what is real Japan and what is the difference between Japan and me’, was
Boris Mikhailov’s motto, as he embarked on his first long stay in Japan with his digital
camera... Mikhailov photographs street scenes spontaneously, which at first sight seem
to show quite normal people on normal streets. A closer look reveals details we [...] find
strange, weird or even grotesque, a feeling we share with the photographer himself.
Mikhailov does not show us the hip, consumer-oriented youth of the metropolis, nor does
he show us typical business people. Instead he looks at old, poor, or particularly small
people, and is interested in their sense of isolation, or their relations to each other, their
faces, gestures, clothes, and body language... Boris Mikhailov's critical and respectful view
is aimed at various cultures. As an observer who was born in the former Soviet Union, he

reveals social ambivalence that is not normally seen in standard clichéd images of Japan.'

Excerpt from Barbara Buchmaier’s essay in the exhibition catalogue for Boris Mikhailv-Banzai! at Galerie
Barbara Weiss, Berlin, 6 Niovember-22 Decemebr 2007
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