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On one of Allora & Calzadilla’s first visit to the Natural History Museum in Paris, Cécile Le
Callet,who was showing them around, had told them the incredible story of Hans and Parkie,
two elephants that arrived at the Museum of Natural History in Paris in March 1798 as spoils
of war. They were immediately struck by this historic attempt, set against the backdrop of the
French Revolution, of man trying to communicate and create new relations with animals held
in captivity. They decided to make a film centered on the bone remains of the two elephants,
Hans and Parkie, currently in the Zooteque- a vast subterranean storage facility. In a sort
of parallel research, they came across vocalist Tim Storms, a man with extraordinary vocal
gifts. He has the world’s deepest voice. It can reach notes as low as G-7 (0.189Hz). That's
a remarkable 8 octaves below the lowest G on a piano. So low, in fact, that only animals
as large as elephants are able to hear them. The film involves Tim singing to the elephant
remains in his unique vocal range. Apotomé, refers to an arithmetical division of musical
sound by the Pythagoreans. Aninterval of a semitone in the Pythagorean scale that is slightly
greater than half, this arithmetical musical ratio is quite precise. It's an excess of human

sensation. The voice cannot produce it, nor can the ear detect it.
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